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provided our ancestors with an unlimited supply of fairly good
fiiel.
Both the North Sea and the Baltic, which are the northern and
western frontiers of this plain, bear the name * sea * as a courtesy
title. They are really shallow ponds. The average depth of the
North Sea is only sixty fathoms (a fathom is six feet) and its
greatest depth is not more than 400 fathoms. The depth of the
Baltic is seldom more than 100 fathoms. The average depth of the
Atlantic, on the other hand, is 2170 fathoms, while that of the
Pacific is 2240 fathoms. These figures show you that you had
better think of the North Sea and the Baltic as submerged valleys.
A slight elevation of the surface of the earth would once more
turn them into dry land.
And now let us look at a map of the dry land of Germany. I
mean the map as it is to-day and as it must have been more or less
when human beings followed the retreating glaciers and settled
down permanently in this part of the old continent.
These early immigrants were savages. They lived by catching
wild animals and by growing a little grain. But they were savages
with a very decided sense of beauty, and as their own territory
was poor in those metals which could be used for ornaments, they
had to send abroad for their gold and silver.
The following statement may come as a. mild shock to many of
my readers, but original trade-routes were luxury routes. Many
early contests between the races that inhabited different parts of
the world were luxury contests. The Romans learned the main
outline of the geography of northern Europe from traders who
had penetrated as far as the mysterious Baltic in search of amber,
used for personal adornment by Romans, Celts, and Teutons of
both sexes. The desire for that small, lustrous concretion, which is
sometimes found inside the shell of an oyster, and with which
women delight to attract attention to the pretty curves of their ears
or the slenderness of their fingers, has been responsible for more
voyages of discovery in the Pacific and in the Indian Ocean than
any other cause, including the desire of many honest people to
carry the Gospel unto the heathen.